Don’t Panic Capt’n Mannering! 
Well the old guard dusted off the cobwebs & searched the garage for boots, shorts, socks & liniment in anticipation for the first outing of the new season! 

Dennis Weston was entrusted in leading the band of merry men into not giving away too many PELANTIES!!! Thus after been ridiculed for his penchant for ladies nightwear after a few too many shandies on his birthday! 
Anyway Ellesmere Port VETS actually their 2nd team turned up with a squad virtually all under the age of 35 apart from the two aging props & and an effervescent fly half. 
The first half was a competitive if often scrappy affair with a number of the team playing their first game in a number of season’s, Wrexham applied most of the early pressure with the forwards & Fly Half Richie Lloyd nudging them forward.  However the Port threatened with a kick & chase Full Back Iain Smith set off in pursuit only to be snipered by the lone gunman & his return was ended after 10 minutes. Luckily Andy Perrin snuffed out the danger as he did with a number of thumping tackles all afternoon. 

Wrexham threatened again however the ball was spilled in the Port twenty two who counter attacked & their 13 went the whole length of the field to score an excellent try which was converted!! 

Wrexham pressed again after good work through the forwards & some good carries up the middle by Ross Roberts, Tony Lang & Darrell Hughes. 

Lloyd released Lang on a lovely switch into the opposition 22 with only the fullback to beat, Lang offloaded to the supporting Lloyd for a fine try. Conversion next to the posts missed! 
Half Time: A number of replacements for those breathing through every orifice! 

The replacements didn’t last too long with Dai Morris having a reaction to the broken foot obtained on the last day of the previous season, And Mark Roberts playing in his 3rd game in 20+ years obtaining a shoulder injury, unfortunately later diagnosed as a dislocated shoulder. Ouch!! 

The second half continued in much the same way Wrexham pressing Port counterattacking, Wxm switched off & the Port 8 crashed over from a five metre penalty converted. 

Wxm forwards continued to take the game to their opponents through the driving maul & strong scrumage,  one such drive allowed Lloyd to feed the marauding Antony Lang who scored under the posts in a good try. Lloyd converted 12-14. 

From the restart Wrexham gained a penalty which was dispatched to the opposition 22. 

Wrexham rumbled forward from the resulting lineout & set up good filed position for Lloyd to attempt a smart drop goal, which sailed narrowly wide. Wrexham continued to pressure the Port defence & series of 5 metre scrums & pick drives resulted in Lloyd being held up over the line. Wrexham were turned over & the 10 kicked clear the ball wasn’t dealt with and the pursuing 10 was able to fly hack the ball all the way to the Wrexham goal line for the winning try which was also converted.  

Result 12-21. 
Many thanks to Kevin Davies for giving up his playing time to officiate the match in the correct spirit, even if there was a bit of lip from the old timers. 

In summary: A game played in good spirit, surprising fitness levels from some of the former Wrexham Legends & a few pints after to reminisce before the rigourmortice set in. 

A good day out had by all, well apart from the injured trio.   

Squad: 

Front Row: 
Rob Thatcher, Gareth “Basky” Powell, Julian Ferrari, Root, Gareth Edwards

Second Row: 
Dennis “Mandy” Weston (Capt), Keith Jones, Stan Edwards, 

Back Row: 
Carl Turner, Tim Davies, Mark “Pengy” Lloyd, Andy Smith, Mark Roberts, 

Scrum Half:
Gavin Brace, Kelvin Bryan,  

Out Half:

Rich Lloyd, 

Centres:

Ross Roberts, Tony Lang, Dai Morris, Neil Route, 

Wings:

Andy Perrin, Rich Weston,

Full Back:
Iain Smith & Darrell Hughes. 
